Reading-Berks Junior Soccer League

Suspensions and Disciplinary Actions
Disciplinary action is automatically initiated upon receipt of the referee game report.
All players who are ejected by the referee will be subject to at least the

suspensions stated below in accordance with the age group they are registered. All suspensions are doubled for after-game infractions!!!

Any team official who is ejected by the referee will be subject to at least  the suspensions listed below.  AND the team to which the official or player is affiliated when he/she commits the offense shall be deducted one point in the team standings for each ejection.

Illegal Players

Any coach using illegal players will be subject to a one game suspension for each

player used. An illegal player is one who is not registered with the team they are playing

for.  Additionally, any game in which a illegal player was used will be forfeit and the appropriate forfeit fine levied against the club to which the offending team is affiliated. 

Serving Suspensions

Suspended coaches are to have no contact what-so-ever with any RBJSL team

until their suspension is over. Any questions regarding suspensions should be addressed

to the RBJSL Disciplinarian (1st VP).

All periods of suspension shall run continuously. Game suspensions in effect at

the termination of one playing season or registration year shall remain in effect into the

following playing seasons or registration years until the full period of suspension has

been satisfied.

Game suspensions received as a result of misconduct in a league game, or as a

result of infractions of league rules and regulations, must be served in the league in which

the suspension was applied.

Suspensions for Misconduct Toward Game Officials

If serious injuries are inflicted to a game official due to an assault, the minimum

suspension will be five (5) years.

1) Deliberately striking, kicking, attempting to strike, or attempting to kick a

referee, assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players

U15 & older players plus team officials
1st offense 

1 year




 1 year

2nd offense

2 years min. 



 2 years min.

2a) Throwing a soccer ball or any object at a referee, assistant referee, or a

linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

3 games 



3 games

2nd offense

1 year min.



1 year min.

2b) Throwing a soccer ball or any object and hitting a referee, assistant referee, or

a linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 year 




1 year

2nd offense 

2 years min. 



2 years min.

3) Spitting at or on a referee, assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 year 




1 year

2nd offense 

2 years 



2 years min.

4) The verbal threat of bodily harm or property damage directed at a referee,

assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

3 games 



3 games

2nd offense 

1 year min. 



1 year min.

5) Gesturing or signaling obscenely at a referee, assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

3 games 



3 games

2nd offense 

6 games 



6 games

6) Abusive or insulting language (this includes but may not be limited to foul language) directed at a referee, assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

3 games 



3 games

2nd offense 

4 games min. 



8 games min.

7) Dissent resulting in ejection  toward a referee, assistant referee, or a linesman:

U14 & younger players

 U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



1 game

2nd offense 

2 games 



2 games min.

Suspensions for Misconduct Toward an Opponent, Colleague, or Spectator

1) Fighting (i.e. engaging in combat with an opponent, colleague, or spectator by

means of the mutual exchange of blows delivered by hand, head, foot, or other

portions of the body):

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

2 games 



4 games

2nd offense 

4 games min. 



8 games min.

2) Deliberately striking, attempting to strike or kick an opponent, colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players

 U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense

4 games min. 



8 games min.

3) Throwing of an object (i.e. soccer ball, snow or ice ball, stones, rocks, dirt,

mud, sand, etc.) at an opponent, colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense 

2 games min.



4 games min.

4) Spitting at or on an opponent, colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense 

2 games min. 



4 games min.

5) The verbal threat of bodily harm or property damage directed at an opponent,

colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense 

2 games min. 



4 games min.

6) Gesturing or signaling obscenely at an opponent, colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense 

2 games min. 



4 games min.

Suspensions for Serious Foul Play and Persistent Misconduct

1) Serious foul play shall be understood to be play characterized by fouls, as

defined by Law XII of the Laws of the Game, of an aggravated nature

committed with such fervor as to threaten an opponent with serious physical

harm:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

2 games min.



2 games min.

2nd offense 

4 games min. 



4 games min.

2) Abusive language (this includes but may not be limited to foul language) directed at an opponent, colleague, or spectator:

U14 & younger players 

U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



2 games

2nd offense 

2 games min.



4 games min.

3) Persistent misconduct (i.e. unsporting behavior, persistent infringement of the

Laws of the Game, dissent, unauthorized entry onto the field of play, etc.)

toward an opponent, colleague, or a spectator:

U14 & younger players 


U15 & older players plus team officials

1st offense 

1 game 



1 game

2nd offense 

2 games 



2 games min.

The Accumulation of Cautions

A player or team official who, in a given registration year, accumulates three (3)

cautions shall be suspended for one (1) game. The second accumulation of three (3)

individual cautions within the same registration year shall result in additional suspension

equivalent to two (2) games. Further misconduct on the part of the individual during the

same registration year shall be sufficient cause for the Executive Board or its respective

subordinate authority to consider additional penalties of increased severity. In each case,

action against the individual is automatically initiated by the referee’s game report.

The club to which any team official receiving 3 Cautions within a soccer registration year is subject to a fine in accordance with RBJSL by-laws.

Conduct Detrimental to the Good and Welfare of Soccer

Any player, team official, or club officer whose conduct is considered to be

detrimental to the good and welfare of soccer shall be suspended for one (1) game for the

first offense and for a minimum of two (2) games for the second or more offense within a

two (2) year period. Such misconduct shall include but shall not be limited to

misbehavior while a spectator, the consumption of alcoholic beverages and/or the use of

any illegal substance in the vicinity of the playing field before, during, or after a soccer

game.
