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READING BERKS JUNIOR SOCCER LEAGUE 

RULES OF COMPETITION 

LEAGUE PLAYOFFS  

1. Team Eligibility 
Participation in the Reading Berks Junior Soccer League (RBJSL) Fall Season Playoffs is open to the top four 
teams in each Travel I division, for age groups U9 and above. 

Clarification:  If an age group has two Travel I divisions, the age group playoffs will include the top four teams in 
each division (i. e., there will be division semifinals, division finals, and age group final). 

1.1. Standings and Seeding 
The RBJSL Executive Board has the final interpretation of these rules and will determine the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
4th place teams. 

Standings Points.  Teams are awarded RBJSL Standings Points as follows: 

 Three (3) points for a win 

 One (1) point for a tie. 

 Zero (0) points for a loss 

Fair Play Deduction.  1 standings point will be deducted for each of the following: 

 Coach, Assistant Coach or player is sent off (red card) 

 Spectator is removed from the venue (as reported in referee game reports) 

1.2. Tiebreakers 
In the case that one or more teams have the same number of points , tiebreakers will be applied in the following 
sequence: 

a. Head to head results.  Applied only when two teams are tied on points (this tiebreaker is skipped if 3 
or more teams have the same number of points). 

b. Least goals allowed. 

c. Bonus points.  Bonus points are awarded for the margin of victory in each game, to a maximum of 3 
bonus points per game.  Examples: 

 Teams winning 3-0, 6-3, 8-0, 5-1 all receive 3 bonus points 

 Teams winning 2-0, 3-1 5-3 all receive 2 bonus points 

 Teams winning 1-0, 2-1, 5-4 all receive 1 bonus point 

d. Most wins by shutout.  0-0 ties are not counted. 
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e. Most wins. 

f. Fair play – fewest yellow cards issued during the season.  

1.3. Unbalanced Schedule 
The regular season is a nine (9) or an eight (8) game schedule.   

 Some divisions/teams may be required to play an extra game (10th) due to an odd number of teams 
in a division or for any other reason.  Only the standard nine (9) or eight (8) games will be used to 
count toward the point total. 

 The extra game (10th game) will be pre-determined by RBJSL prior to the beginning of the season 
and will not count in points for the team playing the additional game. 

 RBJSL will not identify which is the additional game during the season that will NOT count toward 
the point total.   

 Point deductions for any cards or ejections that occurred during the additional game will be applied 
to Fair Play criteria as noted earlier in this section. 

2. Player and Coach Eligibility 
ALL players and coaches MUST have a valid EPYSA/RBJSL pass in order to participate. 

Secondary players.  Secondary players are eligible to play in the RBJSL playoffs provided their primary team does 
not have a game at the same time. 

If the secondary player’s primary team has a game the same day but is after the secondary team game, 
the player may play in the secondary game provided the player then plays for the primary team later in 
the day.  Failure to play in the primary team game results in the player being ineligible for the secondary 
team game and will result in a forfeit for the secondary team.  Any question regarding this rule must be 
reviewed with the RBJSL Executive Board prior to the game. 

Failure to follow this rule could result in suspension of the player/coach, fines according to RBJSL by-
laws and constitution and possibly forfeiture of games in which the player played illegally.   

For additional information, refer to the RBJSL Secondary Player Status policy, available within the 
Coaches Info section of the RBJSL website. 

3. Pre-game Arrival and Registration 

3.1. Registration 
Each team’s coaches and players must check in – as a team -- at least 30 minutes prior to each playoff game. 

 Check-in occurs at the registration area, if one is set up at the venue. 

 Check-in occurs with the game officials, if there is no registration area at the venue. 

The head coach must bring three (3) copies of the team’s official roster to registration: 
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3.2. Arrival at field 
There will be no grace period.  Any team that is not ready to play at the scheduled start time will forfeit the 
game. 

Teams must be at the field 15 minutes before the scheduled start time.  If games are running ahead of 
schedule, teams may be asked to start their game early. 

3.3. Minimum number of players 
Each team must have the following number of eligible players in order for the game to be played: 

 7v7:  Five (5) players 

 9v9:  Six (6) players 

 11v11:  Seven (7) players 

4. Playing Rules 
All games shall be played in accordance with FIFA Laws of the Game, US Soccer modifications, and RBJSL 
adoptions. 

4.1. Game location and scheduling 
Games may be played at the location of the higher seeded team, or at one or more common locations as 
designated by RBJSL. 

Game dates and times will be set by RBJSL.  Due to the complex logistics involved in organizing the playoff 
tournament, clubs cannot expect game change requests to be accepted or honored. 

4.2. Bench location and coaches 
Teams will be assembled on the players’ side of the field only.  NO spectators will be allowed on the players’ 
side of the field. 

In accordance with RBJSL competition rules, a maximum of three coaches are permitted in the 
bench/technical area for each team. 

4.3. Home and away team 
The higher-seeded team will be designated as the home team for all playoff games. 

The visiting team must change uniform color if, in the opinion of the referee, both teams are wearing the 
same colors. 

The home team is responsible for providing the game ball. 

In lieu of a coin toss, the home team decides which goal to defend.  Visiting team takes the kickoff. 

4.4. Player equipment 
Players must have unique numbers on the back of their uniforms.  There are no repeated numbers per team. 

Players are required to wear appropriate shin guards in accordance with FIFA Laws of the Game. 

4.5. Game length and tiebreaker 
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Age Group Number of Players Ball Size Game duration Overtime duration 

U9/U10 7v7 4 2x25 minutes 2x5 minutes, golden goal 

U11/U12 9v9 4 2x30 minutes 2x5 minutes, golden goal 

U13/U14 11v11 5 2x35 minutes 2x5 minutes, golden goal 

U15 11v11 5 2x40 minutes 2x5 minutes, golden goal 

 
It is recognized that games must stay on schedule so that the playoff tournament can be completed in its 
entirety.  Added time will be tightly managed by the referee.  The referee may choose to add time for 
serious injuries.  All decisions regarding added time are made by the referee, and such decisions are final. 

Overtime.  If the teams are tied at the end of regulation play, overtime is played as noted above.  All 
overtime periods are golden goal (first goal wins).   

 In lieu of a coin toss, the home team decides which goal to defend.  Visiting team takes the kickoff. 

 Teams change ends after the first half of overtime;  there is no rest period after the first half of 
overtime. 

FIFA Kicks from the Penalty Mark.  If the teams are tied at the end of overtime, FIFA Kicks from the Penalty 
Mark are conducted. 

A. ELIGIBLE PLAYERS MUST BE ON THE FIELD AT THE END OF THE SECOND HALF OF OVERTIME. 

B. At the end of the second half of overtime, if one team has more players on the field, the team shall 
reduce players so that the teams have an equal number of kickers.   
Example:  Team A has 11 players and Team B has 10 players, Team A will remove one player and 
only 10 players will participate. 
After kicks begin, a team does not reduce players if their opponent loses players. 

C. The referee decides which goal will be used for the penalty kicks. 

D. A coin toss determines which team kicks first.  The visiting team calls the coin toss.  Winner has the 
choice of kicking first or second. 

E. Format: 

 Subject to the conditions explained below, both teams take five kicks. 

 The kicks are taken alternately by the teams. 

 If, before both teams have taken five kicks, one has scored more goals than the other could 
score, even if it were to complete its five kicks, no more kicks are taken. 

 If, after both teams have taken five kicks, both have scored the same number of goals, or 
have not scored any goals, kicks continue to be taken in the same order until one team has 
scored a goal more than the other from the same number of kicks. 
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 Each kick is taken by a different player and all eligible players must take a kick before any 
player can take a second kick. 

4.6. Substitutions 
Normal RBJSL substitution rules are in effect for playoff games. 

4.7. Inclement weather and/or unplayable field conditions 
In case of inclement weather and/or unplayable field conditions, the RBJSL Executive Board has the 
authority to: 

 Relocate or reschedule any game(s) 

 Change the duration of any game(s) 

 Cancel any game(s) or the entire playoff tournament 

If a game is terminated by game officials or the RBJSL Executive Board after one half of play has been 
completed, the result is considered final. 

5. Game Officials 
Three officials (a referee and two assistant referees) will be assigned to ALL playoff games (in all age groups). 

In the event that an unregistered official (i. e., coach, parent, spectator, etc.) runs a line because of an ill, 
injured, or missing official, the unregistered official is permitted to assist with ball in/out of bounds only.  
Furthermore, the unregistered official is prohibited from coaching or having any similar interaction with the 
players during the game. 

5.1. Referee fees and payment 
Each team is responsible for paying half (1/2) of the referee fees for its first playoff game.  RBJSL pays the 
referee fees for each team’s subsequent games. 

 Each team should plan to pay half (1/2) of the referee fee, and full fee for one of the assistant 
referees. 

 Referee fees for the current season are listed on the EPYSA website, www.epysa.org 

6. Game and Score Reporting 
Game officials will be responsible for reporting the following information to RBJSL as soon as possible after the 
conclusion of each playoff game: 

 Score of the match 

 Misconduct sanctions (e. g., yellow and red cards, spectator removals, etc.) 

Where possible, this information will be reported via a game card that is completed by the referee, signed by 
both teams’ head coaches, and returned to the registration area. 

Alternately, this information is communicated by the referee via text message (or similar communication) to the 
RBJSL 1st Vice President (or designee). 

http://www.epysa.org


RBJSL Playoffs – Rules of Competition Page 6 Revised Nov 2021 

7. Player, Coach, and Spectator Conduct 
Players, coaches, and spectators are expected to conduct themselves within the spirit and letter of the Laws of 
the Game.  Displays of temper or dissent can be cause for ejection from the game and venue. 

Players, coaches, and team officials sent off (red card) by the referee shall be ineligible for the next scheduled 
game.  Additionally, all yellow and red cards issued during the playoffs will be reviewed by RBJSL for potential 
additional sanctions. 

If a game is terminated due to actions attributed to one of the participating teams, that team will be considered 
to have forfeited the game.  The opposing team will be awarded a 3-0 win, and will advance to the next round 
(or will be declared the champion, as appropriate). 

Alcoholic beverages, smoking, dogs, or open flames are NOT permitted at any RBJSL playoff game location.  
Please make sure all participants and any visitors are aware of this rule.  The local police department can and 
will be called if this rule is broken. 

8. Additional Items 
Under no circumstances whatsoever will the RBJSL Executive Board, Reading Berks Junior Soccer League, or 
EPYSA be responsible for any expenses incurred by any team. 

The RBJSL Executive Board’s interpretation of these rules shall be FINAL.  The RBJSL Executive Board has the 
right to add or change these rules up to the start of the playoffs if deemed necessary for any reason.  If changed, 
all teams will be notified of updated rules before their first game is played. 

The RBJSL Executive Board reserves the right to decide on all matters pertaining to these playoffs. 


